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Dear readers,  
 
Welcome back! 
  
During the 
parliamentary 
summer break, 
new serious 
cases of foreign interference (Pegasus project, 
cyberattack operated by APT31) in the European 
Union have been revealed. It is time now to pick-up 
our work again and deliver our final report by the 
end of the year.  
 
In the coming weeks, we will explore and discuss 
possible solutions to foreign interference. I also 
hope that with the gradual lifting of restrictions, we 
will soon be able to have more in-person meetings 
and go on missions.  
 
The upcoming meeting will feature two hearings.  
 
In the first hearing, we will discuss the recent 
Commission proposals, such as the European 
Democracy Action Plan and the Digital Services Acts, 
and other EU instruments to counter foreign 
interference and disinformation. We will welcome 
Luca NICOTRA, Campaign Director of Avaaz and 
Grégoire POLAD, Director General of the 
Association of Commercial Television in Europe 
(ACT). These organisations have much relevant 
experience in dealing with disinformation issues 
and media freedom. It will be interesting to discuss 
about their views on the proposals.  
 
During the second hearing, we will assess and 
discuss the possibilities for raising the costs for 
actors interfering in our democratic processes. 
Currently these costs are far too low, which makes 
it rewarding to carry out interference. However, 
increasing the consequences of interference will 
require a strong legal analysis to identify what 
actions are punishable or not. I am looking forward 
to discuss the possibilities with our two 

distinguished legal experts: Dr Alexandra HOFER 
from Utrecht University and Dr Luca FERRO from 
Ghent University.  
 

Raphaël GLUCKSMANN 
 

ON THE AGENDA  

2 September 

 
Hearing on: “European Democracy Action Plan and 
Digital Services Act and other EU instruments: how 
the proposals could protect democratic processes 
in the EU against foreign interference, and the way 
forward” - 09:00 - 10:30 (Semi-remote meeting via 
room: ANTALL 6Q1) 
 
In the first part of the meeting, the INGE Committee 
will assess with representatives from the 
organisations, Avaaz and ACT, the EU instruments 
countering foreign interference.  
 
Invited experts: 
 
Mr Luca NICOTRA is the Campaign Director at 
Avaaz. He is a specialist in Computer Science and 
Artificial Intelligence and an Internet Rights 
advocate. He has been with Avaaz for almost 10 
years, where he led campaigns to support Net 
Neutrality and protect Freedom of Speech in the EU 
and the US. 
Previously, he was the founder and National 
Secretary of Agorà Digitale, a leading Internet Rights 
organisation, co-Director at the Open Data 
Journalism School, and taught Data Analysis at the 
University of Pisa. For the past three years, he has 
been leading anti-disinformation investigations that 
have been presented to the EU Parliament, EU 
Commission and US Senate, and reported on by top 
global media, including the New York Times, the 
BBC and the Washington Post. 
 
Mr Grégoire POLAD is the head of the Association 
of Commercial television in Europe (ACT) as of 
November 2015.  The Association of Commercial 
Television in Europe represents the interests of 



 
 

 

leading commercial broadcasters in 37 European 
countries. Mr POLAD has been the spokesperson for 
the industry on a number of core files for the media 
industry, notably media regulation and tackling 
disinformation in the online space. He was a leading 
member of the Sounding Board on Disinformation 
convened by the Commission. He works closely with 
other media sectors, journalists and academia on 
the issue of disinformation in view of encouraging 
policies that lead to a more responsible online 
space. 
Prior to working for ACT, he was Managing Partner 
of True Political Communications. He was also the 
Head of European policy for The App Association. 
He is a former Associate of McKinsey & Co and holds 
an MBA from NYU Stern School of Business as well 
as an MSc and BSc from the London School of 
Economics.  
 
Hearing on: “Sanctions and collective 
countermeasures” - 10:30 - 12:00 (Semi-remote 
meeting via room: ANTALL 6Q1) 
 
The second part of the meeting will address the 
important issue on how to raise the costs for 
interference in our democratic processes. 
 
Invited experts: 
 
Dr Alexandra HOFER is Assistant Professor in Public 
International Law at Utrecht University School of 
Law, Department of International and European 
Law. She is a member of the Utrecht Centre for 
Regulation and Enforcement in Europe (RENFORCE). 
She received her PhD in international law from 
Ghent University in September 2019 and remains a 
member of the Ghent Rolin-Jaequemyns 
International Law Institute (GRILI). 
During her PhD, Dr HOFER carried out a research 
stay at the Mershon Center for International 
Security Studies, at Ohio State University (2018). 
She was also selected to participate in Centre for 
Studies and Research in International Law, Hague 
Academy of International Law (August 2018). 
Dr HOFER’s research interests include: the law of 
international responsibility, sanctions law, the use 
of force, principle of non-intervention, peaceful 

settlement of disputes; the utility of coercive 
practices, stigmatization and international 
punishment in enforcing international norms. 
 
Dr Luca FERRO is a post-doctoral researcher at the 
Ghent Rolin-Jaequemyns International Law Institute 
(GRILI) of Ghent University (Belgium). He wrote his 
dissertation on International ‘Intervention’ in 
Theory and in Practice, assessing the international 
legality of third-State involvement in the internal 
and external affairs of other States. Dr FERRO was a 
visiting scholar at Columbia Law School (New York 
City, USA) in 2018, sponsored by Prof. Lori 
Damrosch, and occasionally lectures on topics of 
international criminal law. 
Dr FERRO obtained a Master of Laws degree from 
Ghent University in 2012, magna cum laude, and a 
Master of Laws degree in Advanced Studies in Public 
International Law (specialization International 
Criminal Law) from Leiden University (Leiden, the 
Netherlands) in 2013. Before returning to Ghent 
University to pursue his Ph.D., Dr FERRO worked as 
a research and teaching assistant at the Grotius 
Centre for International Legal Studies at Leiden 
University. 
 

NEXT MEETINGS 

 
Monday 6 September 16.45-17.45 

Exchange of views with Commissioner Vestager 
 

Thursday 9 September 09.00-12.00 
Exchange of views with Commissioner Gabriel, in 

association with CULT Committee 
& 

Hearing on foreign interference and spying on 
European politicians and institutions 

 

FOLLOW US  

Twitter: @EP_Democracy 

Live webstreaming:  

EP Live multimedia library with past 

events    

Sign up to this newsletter 

Contact the editor: European Parliament, Directorate General for External Policies of the Union, Secretariat of the Special Committee on Foreign Interference in all 
Democratic Processes Including Disinformation, email: inge-secretariat@ep.europa.eu   
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